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SSSSTART is going to hold Song Kun’s solo exhibition “IMBODY-Feeling
Real- Nude” from September 20th, 2019 to November 10th, 2019. During
this exhibition, Song will exhibit her work done in the latest two years. The
idea as Song treated “Body” as an object was connected with her own
definition of portraiture. In the ancient Chinese language, the definition of
“portrait” was a painting of a person’s appearance and character. In the
modern Chinese language, the word “portraiture” came from Japanese, it
is defined as the photograph of a person. In the contemporary discourse,
“portraiture” means artistic photographs with a certain style. Song
combined the three definitions and developed into her own understanding
of “portraiture”. “IMBODY” is the transformation of the English word
“embody” which means to represent in bodily form. However, “IMBODY”
can be also seeing as “I'm Body”, and understanding as “body is
noumenon” in which body is a carrier of living experience, self-recognition,
and the multi-projection of identity.

The idea of “IMBODY” came from the residency program as she stayed in
a women'’s prison in Berlin for 40 days. Based on living experience there
and some of the prisoners’ memoirs, Song developed her thinking about
order, imprisonment, rational control and their modification of the natural
qualities of human beings. “The subculture of female prisoner can be
exploited in many things such as SM, sex appeal of imprisonment, etc. In
which, control and revolt, sensibility and rationality, mercy and no mercy,
freedom and order, love and hate, all these extremely opposite stuffs can
be broken down into some aesthetic and imaginative parts which allows
us to experience the possibility of freedom.” (Song Kun, VICE Creators
Project interview)



